Birth & Infancy

More than 35,000 years ago this planet was selected for Michael’s 7t bestowal. This time he
was bestowing as a mortal baby to get the experience of growing up as an ordinary mortal
person. This happens only once in the entire history of a universe of 10 million inhabited
planets. Itis a really big deal if you understand its rarity and purpose. But no mortal on this
planet did.

There was lots of planning by celestial beings in preparation. The Melchizedeks did a study on
the status of the various segregated worlds. So the decision had already been made to bestow
on a planet involved in a rebellion. The 13 rebellious planets in our system of 1000 planets
probably were the only planets in this universe with unresolved rebellion issues. Gabriel of
Salvington reviewed the report. Then Michael reviewed it and selected this planet. Gabriel
then came in person as part of a study of human groups and spiritual, intellectual and
geographic features of our planet. Gabriel decided that the Hebrews had advantages
warranting their selection as the race within which the bestowal would be made. Gabriel then
sent a family commission of twelve celestials to identify proper families. They identified three
families thought to be equally favorable. Gabriel made the choice of Joseph and Mary.

It was an interesting process over substantial time periods. Nothing magical. No unintelligible
dictates of God. It was more like pulling together a plan by rational, thought-out and
researched steps. It was done just the way we would think it should be done.

Joseph was the human father of Jesus. He was an average, ordinary man of his place and time.
His immediate ancestors were builders, masons, carpenters and smiths. He was a carpenter
and eventually became a contractor for large buildings. Once in a while one of his ancestors
could be found playing a role in the evolution of religion on this planet.

Mary was descended from a long line of many of the most remarkable women in the history of
this planet. Her ancestors include Eve, Enta and Ratta. Mary was an average woman of normal
temperament. She was Jewish in culture and religion but her heredity was from various non-
Jewish Mediterranean people. Jesus was an average person and so were his parents.

John the Baptist was part of the Michael bestowal. Gabriel in his appearance to Elizabeth, told
her that John would be the herald of the message Jesus would proclaim. The names John and
Joshua were apparently significant because Gabriel told each mother what to name her son.
John’s parents were Elizabeth and Zachrias. Z was of advanced years and was a priest.
Elizabeth was younger and childless.



John was 5 months older than Jesus. They were distantly related through their mothers. Before
Jesus was conceived by Joseph and Mary, Gabriel told Elizabeth that Mary would bear him
soon. Gabriel appeared in person to Elizabeth and Mary. These were not dreams. Elizabeth
kept her secret for 5 months even from her husband. Z was skeptical and doubted the entire
experience. 6 weeks before John’s birth, Z had an impressive dream that fully convinced him
that Elizabeth was to bear a child of destiny. Z and Elizabeth talked a lot about what was about
to happen and concluded that Jesus was to be the Messiah and John was to be his chief advisor
and assistant. Gabriel had not said this.

Mary had her own doubts about her experience of Gabriel’s visit. She and Elizabeth visited for
three weeks at Elizabeth’s home in the City of Judah two miles east of Jerusalem. This greatly
strengthened Mary’s resolve. It must have been hard for both women to adjust. Neither
Elizabeth nor Mary was a volunteer for raising a child of promise.

From infancy, John was told by Z and Elizabeth that he would be a spiritual leader and religious
teacher and he accepted this and pursued it.

Gabriel told Mary her son would “inaugurate the kingdom of heaven on earth and among
men.” Mary had reservations even telling Joseph about the Gabriel visit until she knew she was
pregnant. Joseph had doubts about the Gabriel visit. They concluded that their son must be
the Messiah but they held different views about the mission of the Messiah.

Mary had two brothers and two sisters. One sister was named Salome. Mary’s father and
mother (Jochaim and Hannah) were alive.

Gabriel’s visit was the day after Jesus’ conception and was the only supernatural event of
carrying and bearing Jesus.

Joseph was reconciled and convinced by a very impressive dream. A brilliant celestial
messenger told Joseph his son would be a great light to the world but the Jews would hardly
receive him. None of these messages said Jesus was to be the Messiah or deliverer of the Jews.
Jesus’ followers restated Jewish prophecy to make it fit Jesus being the Messiah. The dream
messenger said Jesus would be a great light in the world. He would come to his people but
they will hardly receive him. But to those who do receive him he will reveal that they are the
children of God. He will be a divine messenger to the world.

If Joseph had lived, he would have been a believer in Jesus’ spiritual mission as were many of
Joseph’s relatives. (He had 8 brothers and sisters.) Mary went back and forth between belief
that Jesus would be the Messiah and doubt. Her family tended not to believe in Jesus’ spiritual
mission. Joseph held Babylonian view of Judaism and Mary the Hellenistic view.



Jesus’ Nazareth home was a one room stone structure with flat roof and an adjoining building
for animals. It was in the north rural part of Nazareth. It was furnished with a low stone table,
pottery and stone dishes and pots, loom, lampstand, several small tools and mats for sleeping
on the stone floor. There was a separate structure for the oven and grain mill in the back yard.

Joseph and Mary met when Joseph was doing some building work at her home in Nazareth.
They courted for two years and married in March 8BC.

Mary insisted on going to Bethlehem with Joseph. The lures for her were the adventure, fear of
Joseph being absent when she delivered Jesus and the hope of a visit with Elizabeth. They set
off on the journey early on the morning of August 18, 7BC. It was a two and one-half day walk
from Nazareth to Bethlehem north of Jerusalem. Mary rode the donkey. There was no room at
the inn nor with Joseph’s distant relatives. The caravan stables under the inn had been cleaned
and prepared for guests. Joseph and Mary lodged in the grain storage room. Mary was weary
and Joseph stayed with her.

By daybreak Aug 21, Mary was in labor. Jesus was born at noon. On the 22", Joseph enrolled
for the census. Joseph and Mary were in the stable room only one day. On the 22" they
exchanged rooms with a traveler who had a room in the inn. They lived there for almost 3
weeks and then moved to a distant relative’s home in Bethlehem.

Joseph and Zacharias visited during the week after Jesus’ birth. Zacharias and Elizabeth
believed Jesus would be the Messiah and wanted him to grow up in Bethlehem, the city of
David. Mary agreed so the family stayed in Bethlehem for more than a year.

Jesus had no visitors until the 3 priests (Ardnon and two others) from Ur arrived shortly before
the family left the inn. A strange religious teacher (announcement by seraphim via midwayers)
at Ur told the priests that he had a dream informing him that the “light of life” was about to
appear on earth as a babe and among the Jews. They set off in search. They had been in
Jerusalem for many weeks looking for the child and were about to give up and return to Ur
when they ran into Zacharias. He told them he believed Jesus was the child they sought and
told them where he was. They found him and left their gifts. Old Herod was ruler of Judea. His
informers reported the presence of the 3 priests and their purpose of finding the newborn king
of the Jews. Herod summoned them, listened to their story and gave them a purse for the new
king asking them to return and report to Herod where the child was so that he too could go
worship him. They had told Herod that the new king was a spiritual, not a temporal king. This
interview apparently was after the priests visited Jesus since they knew he had already been
born to a young woman who was in Bethlehem for the census registration.

When the wise men did not return with info on the location of the child, Herod became
suspicious. Informants told Herod of the extraordinary poem by Simeon at Jesus’ circumcision



ceremony. Herod was angry that no one followed the family. Herod sent searchers but Jesus
was not found. Jesus was hidden with Joseph’s relatives. Joseph wasn’t working because he
was afraid of being discovered.

After more than a year, Herod ordered a systematic search of every house in Bethlehem and all
boy babies under 2 years were killed. 16 babies died in one day in mid-October 6BC. An
administrator at Herod’s court reported the coming slaughter to Zacharias and he got word to
Joseph. Joseph and Mary left Bethlehem the night before the slaughter to go to Alexandria.
They traveled alone on funds supplied by Zacharias. They stayed in Alexandria until Herod died
two years later. The family stayed with rich relative of Joseph. Joseph worked in Egypt as a
carpenter.



John Mark

10-18-93 Bill Cooper (UB paper 177)

This is a story about John Mark and Jesus. At the time of these events John was
15 years old. He had followed along with Jesus’ preaching tours for most of the
past two years. He was part of Jesus’ camp and was present at every opportunity
to hear Jesus teach his apostles and other followers. He was like a junior apostle.

This story takes place on Wednesday before the last supper on Thursday evening
and before Jesus’ betrayal, trial and execution on Friday. Jesus knew he was
about to die. He had talked to his followers about this several times in the
preceding week. On Tuesday he had been very direct with his apostles and
followers regarding his impending death, his brief return and then his departure
to be with his Heavenly Father. Jesus’ followers were finally realizing that this
was about to happen, and they were stunned that their beloved teacher and
friend was about to die.

So as our story begins, it is breakfast time in Jesus’ camp on Mount Olivet on
Wednesday. Allis solemn and pervaded by an ominous silence as the meal
proceeds.

About half way through breakfast Jesus speaks to all present and says, “l want all
of you to take today as a day of rest. Take time to think about everything that has
happened while we have been in Jerusalem, and meditate on what is just ahead,
of which | have plainly told you. Make sure that the love of our Father abides in
your lives and that you daily grow to be more like him.”

After breakfast Jesus advised Andrew that he would be absent for the day and
suggested that the apostles should spend the time according to their own
choosing, except that under no circumstances should they go within the gates of
Jerusalem.

Jesus then made ready to go into the hills alone. He put on his outer robe and
tied it, laced his sandals and picked up his staff. As he did this, David Zebedee and



three of his men approached. David spoke to Jesus,”Master, you well know that
the Pharisees and rulers seek to destroy you and yet you make ready to go alone
into the hills. To do this is folly; | will therefore send these men with you, well
prepared to see that no harm befalls you.”

Jesus looked over the three well-armed and stalwart Galileans, and said to David,
“You mean well, but you fail to understand that the Son of Man needs no one to
defend him. No man will lay hands on me until that hour when | am ready to lay
down my life in conformity to my Father’s will. These men may not accompany
me. | desire to go alone, that | may commune with the Father.”

On hearing this, David and his armed guards withdrew. Then as Jesus started off
alone, John Mark came forward with a small basket of food and water. He
suggested that if Jesus intended to be away all day, he might become hungry. The
master smiled at John and reached down to take the basket.

As Jesus was about to take the lunch basket from the boy’s hand, John ventures
to say, “But Master, you may set the basket down while you turn aside to pray
and go on without it. Besides, if | go along to carry the lunch, you would be freer
to worship, and | would surely be silent. | will ask no questions and will stay by
the basket when you go apart by yourself to pray.”

The nearby listeners who had just heard Jesus tell David Zebedee that David’s
men could not accompany him, were astonished that John would implore Jesus so
insistently to go with him. There John and Jesus stood, both still holding the
basket. At last Jesus released the basket and, Looking down at the lad said, “Since
with all your heart you long to go with me, it shall not be denied you. We will go
off by ourselves and have a good visit. You may ask me any question that arises in
your heart, and we shall comfort and console each other. You may start out
carrying the lunch; and when you grow weary, | will help you. Follow on with

”

me.

Now | want to stop and consider what has happened. Jesus has just granted
John’s request but he has also released john from every promise John had made
in bargaining for Jesus’ consent. So we see there is no price required to be with



Jesus. Jesus had denied David’s proposal because David’s men wanted only to
protect Jesus and he needed no protection. John Mark’s proposal was accepted
because he longed with all his heart just to be with Jesus.

Jesus spent his last day of quiet on earth visiting with John and talking with his
Paradise Father. Jesus sincerely enjoyed this day with John.

This event became known on high as “the day which a young man spent with God
in the hills.” It is an event of cosmic significance in our universe. Forever this
occasion exemplifies the willingness of the creator to fellowship the creature.
Even a spiritually inexperienced person, a youngster, if the desire of the heart is
really supreme, can command the attention and enjoy the loving companionship
of the Creator of the Universe, actually experience the unforgettable ecstasy of
being alone with God in the hills and for a whole day. And such was the
extraordinary experience of John Mark on this Wednesday in the hills of Judea.

And remember why this happened, because this is still the technique by which
fellowship with Jesus and with our Heavenly Father can be had. Jesus said,
“Because with all your heart you long to be with me, it shall not be denied you.”

It isn’t how smart, how rich, how powerful, or even how spiritual you are. The
experience of knowing God is available to whomever longs sincerely to be with
him.



Jesus and Jude

When Jesus was fourteen, his father, Joseph died suddenly in a construction
accident. Jesus was the eldest child and the responsibility for raising his father’s
family fell to him and of course Jesus was a very good parent to his five brothers
and three sisters. He was probably the best father our world has ever known.
But even the world’s best father can have his problem child.

Jude was Jesus’ problem child. He was Jesus’ forth younger brother and he was
twelve years younger than Jesus. Jude was not just a problem, he was an outright
troublemaker. By the time he was thirteen, Jude’s quick temper and strong
patriotic sentiments had gotten him into trouble on several occasions in Nazareth.

It was Jesus’ custom to take each of his brothers to Jerusalem for Passover
ceremonies following their graduation from the synagogue school in Nazareth. So
in the spring after Jude’s graduation, when he was thirteen, Jesus and Jude set
out on the two day walk to Jerusalem for Passover. Jesus chose their route
carefully to avoid opportunities for Jude’s temper to cause problems and they
arrived at Jerusalem without incident. As they crested the hills at the East of
Jerusalem and Jude caught his first glimpse of the city, he was thrilled to the
depths of his soul. There before him lay the city and the temple which were the
symbols of the political and spiritual aspirations of all Jews everywhere. It was an
extraordinary moment for this young patriot.

Jesus and Jude proceeded directly to the temple, but on the way they happened
to meet Jesus’ very good friend, Lazarus of Bethany. As Jesus stood visiting with
Lazarus and arranging their joint celebration of the Passover, Jude passed the
time watching what was going on in the street.

A roman guard standing nearby made some course and explicit remarks regarding
a Jewish girl who was passing by. Jude flushed with indignation and his anger and
resentment of Rome exploded in a torrent of vicious words.



The Zealots were a very active political faction in Israel at this time and they were
encouraging armed rebellion against Roman rule. So the Roman military in
Jerusalem was especially sensitive to such anti-Roman outbursts and without
hesitation, the soldier placed Jude under military arrest. To be arrested for
defending the honor of Jewish womanhood was just too much, and before Jesus
could do anything, Jude delivered a loud and emotional denunciation of pent up
anti-Roman feelings. And so Jude, with Jesus by his side, was taken immediately
to the military prison and locked up.

Jesus tried to get Jude released in time for the Passover celebration that evening
but he failed in these attempts. So Jude remained in jail for two days and Jesus
stayed at the jail with him.

On the morning of the third day, Jesus appeared before the military magistrate on
Jude’s behalf. He made apologies for his brother’s youth and explained
judiciously and tactfully what had provoked Jude’s initial outburst. When Jesus
finished, his charm and sincerity had worked their magic. The magistrate allowed
that the youngster might have had some possible excuse for his violent outburst
and he released him.

But Jude did not learn his lesson from this experience. Even after this, there were
many occasions when Jude made trouble for Jesus because of his belligerent and
violent clashes with civil authorities arising from his thoughtless and unwise
patriotic outbursts. Being a man of peace, Jesus was embarrassed by Jude’s
fighting and threatening and by his incitements to patriotic violence.

James and Joseph, Jesus’ two eldest brothers, were in favor of casting Jude out of
their home because of his effect on the family, but Jesus would not consent.
When their tolerance was exhausted, he would advise them to be patient and
counsel Jude wisely. He told them to be eloquent in their lives so that their
younger brother might first know the better way and then be constrained to
follow them in it. But Jude was never brought to his sober senses until after his
marriage at age nineteen.



This story illustrates Jesus’ love for and his loyalty to even his problem children.
He was patient with Jude, never rejecting. He always had faith in Jude that he
would eventually choose to make mature decisions and to exercise appropriate
self discipline. Jesus never gave up on Jude and would not allow his brothers to
give up on him. Jesus was always ready to counsel and encourage Jude toward
better behavior but he did not seek to compel Jude. He encouraged him but left
him free to choose.

This illustration of Jesus’ way of dealing with his brother’s youthful rebellion and

embarrassing behavior shows us a lot about how Jesus still deals with his spiritual
children who neglect or reject his one commandment for them to love and serve

their spiritual family.

Jesus’ unswerving response still is that regardless embarrassing, regardless of how
vexing; his little brother or sister is still part of his family and he will preserve their
status as a son or daughter of God even against the consequences of their own
foolishness. It is the will of our Father in heaven and our good father-brother,
Jesus, that not even one shall be lost.



Gadiah and Jesus

Bill Cooper 7-25-93

The story of Jesus and Gadiah relies on our knowledge of the Old Testament story
of Jonah and the whale. So the first thing we need to do is refresh our memories
regarding Jonah.

Jonah was told by God to go to Ninevah and tell the people of Ninevah that their
behavior was immensely offensive to God and if they did not mend their ways
promptly, God would destroy them and their city in forty days. Now the
Ninevahans regularly raided, pillaged and plundered the northern tribes of Israel.
Jonah was well aware of their reputation for heartless cruelty and pointless
savagery. Jonah no doubt hated them but more importantly, he greatly feared
what they would do to him and perhaps to Israel if he delivered the prophecy God
had directed. And personally, Jonah preferred that God should destroy Ninevah
with no warning and no offer of mercy.

So instead of making the land journey North and East to Ninevah, he boarded a
ship at Joppa destined for Tarshish, a kingdom in the south of Spain. This is the
opposite direction and the end of the known world from Ninevah. So it is clear
that Jonah intended to avoid doing God’s will regarding the message.

Jonah’s ship for Tarshish departed and when well out to sea, it was overtaken by a
mighty tempest. The captain required everyone to pray to their respective gods.
When this did not quiet the sea, they drew lots to determine who God was angry
with. Jonah drew the short straw and confessed that he was running away from
the presence of God and from doing God’s will.

Then the men asked Jonah what they must do to get the sea to quiet down. He
told them that they must throw him overboard. They were reluctant to do this
but to prevent the innocent from perishing; they agreed to cast him into the sea.
And so they did.



The scripture says the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. Jonah
was in the fish’s belly for three days and three nights. Then Jonah prayed a prayer
of thanksgiving for having been saved by God from the sea and he pledged to
honor God with sacrifices. Then God had the fish spit Jonah up on dry land. Then
God spoke to Jonah a second time telling him to go to Ninevah. This time he went
and to his great disappointment Ninevah repented and was spared.

And that is the story of Jonah that the story of Gadiah and Jesus revolves around.

When Jesus was serving as translator and tutor for Gonod and Ganid, the three
spent a few days at Joppa, the port city at the Eastern end of the Mediterranean
Sea from which Jonah had departed. While at Joppa, Jesus visited frequently with
a young man named Gadiah. Gadiah was a great truth seeker. So, of course, he
and Jesus became warm friends.

One evening as Jesus and Gadiah walked and visited together, they strolled down
by the sea. Gadiah pointed out to Jesus a ship landing which was reputed to be
Jonah’s departure point. Gadiah recounted the Jonah story and ended with the
guestion to Jesus, “But do you suppose the big fish really did swallow Jonah?”

Jesus knew that the story of Jonah being in the fish’s belly was figurative and not
actual but he did not say “No of course not. God doesn’t behave that way and it
is scientifically unsound.” Jesus understood that the story of Jonah was a
tremendous influence on Gadiah and that it had impressed on him the folly of
trying to run away from duty. So Jesus carefully said nothing that would suddenly
destroy the foundations of Gavial’s present motivation for practical living.

In answering Jesus said:

“My friend we are all Jonahs with lives to live in accordance with the will of God,
and at all times when we seek to escape the present duty of living by running
away to far off enticements, we thereby put ourselves in the immediate control of
those influences which are not directed by the powers of truth and the forces of
righteousness. The flight from the duty of doing God’s will is the sacrifice of truth.
The escape from the service of light and life can only result in those distressing
conflicts with the difficult whales of selfishness which lead eventually to darkness



and death unless such God-forsaking Jonahs shall turn their hearts , even when in
the very depths of despair, to seek after God and his goodness. And when such
disheartened souls sincerely seek for God — hunger for truth and thirst for
righteousness — there is nothing that can hold them in further captivity. No
matter into what great depths they may have fallen, when they seek the light
with a whole heart, the spirit of the Lord God of heaven will deliver them from
their captivity; the evil circumstances of life will spew them out upon the dry land
of fresh opportunities for renewed service and wiser living.”

Look at what Jesus has done. He has taken a spiritually outdated story of a
demanding, forceful and threatening God and transformed it into a wonderful
representation of a loving, merciful and rescuing God.

So it is no surprise that Gadiah was mightily moved by Jesus’ teaching, and they
talked long into the night by the seaside, and before they went to their lodgings,
they prayed together and for each other.

That is the story of Jesus and Gadiah. It is a wonderfully revealing story of how
Jesus relates to all of us. He is a carefully involved listener. He not only hears the
words but he also hears the importance of what is being said. He desires to take
nothing away suddenly which is part of our motivation for practical living, even if
there is factual or scientific error involved. Instead of taking away the error, he
adds truth to it so that it becomes a reminder of the truth it now reveals. And the
greatest wonder and miracle of it all is that he relates to each of us today through
his Spirit of Truth just as lovingly and understandingly as he did in mortal form
with Gadiah two thousand years ago.



Two Public Women

On the way back from Rome, Gonod had extensive business to transact in Corinth
so the travelers remained in this large and cosmopolitan Greek city for two
months. Of course, Jesus and Ganid were busy getting to know the city and its
more spiritually forward looking citizens. They were frequent guests in the home
of Justice and his wife Martha. Justice was a devout Jewish merchant who lived
next door to the synagogue.

Ganid loved to visit the Citadel which stood almost two thousand feet above the
sea. One evening as Jesus and Ganid were walking near the Citadel, they were
propositioned by two prostitutes. Now, in their months of association, Ganid had
correctly gathered that Jesus would never participate in anything unclean or that
savored of evil. So he responded to the women sharply and rudely motioned
them away.

When Jesus saw this, he spoke to Ganid and in the presence of the women.
“Ganid, you mean well, but you shouldn’t presume to treat the children of God
that way, even if they happen to be his erring children. We have no need or right
to sit in judgment on these women. You don’t know all of the circumstances
which led them to resort to this method of earning a livelihood. Stop and let’s
talk about these matters.” The two courtesans and Ganid were astonished at
what Jesus was saying.

As they stood in the moonlight, Jesus went on, “Ganid, there lives within every
human mind a divine spirit, the gift of the Father in heaven. This good spirit ever
strives to lead us to God and to know God. But also within mortals there are
many natural physical tendencies which the Creator put there to serve the well-
being of the individual and the race. Men and women often become confused in
their efforts to understand themselves and to grapple with the many difficulties
of making a living in a world so largely dominated by selfishness and sin. Ganid,
neither of these women is willfully wicked. | can tell by their faces that they have
experienced much sorrow; they have suffered greatly at the hands of an
apparently cruel fate; they have not intentionally chosen this sort of life; they



have in discouragement bordering on despair, surrendered to the pressure of the
hour and accepted this distasteful means of earning a livelihood as the best way
out of a situation that, to them, seemed hopeless. Ganid, some people are really
wicked at heart; they deliberately choose to do mean things, but, tell me, as you
look into these now tear-stained faces, do you see anything bad or wicked?”

And as Jesus paused for his reply, Ganid’s voice choked up and he stammered out
his answer: “No teacher, | do not. And | apologize for my rudeness to them. |
deeply desire their forgiveness.”

Then Jesus said, “And | speak for them that they have forgiven you as | speak for
my Father in heaven that he has forgiven them. Now all of you come with me to a
friend’s house where we will seek refreshment and plan for the new and better
life ahead.”

Jesus took them to Justice’s house where he surprised Martha with the guests
and presumed upon her to help the women find a way out of their lifestyle. And
Martha overcame her shock, fed them and helped them find respectable
employment. Both became lifelong followers of Jesus.

The very first words Jesus spoke in the women’s presence told them that they
were children of God and worthy of respect. Jesus took a situation of Ganid’s
casual evil treatment of the women and quickly transformed it into a
manifestation of spiritual power by applying love, mercy, understanding and
forgiveness. This is an example of the transforming power of doing good instead
of evil.

From the time Ganid rebuked them until Jesus and Ganid left them with Martha,
neither woman had spoken. All of what Jesus had said about them had come
from Jesus’ understanding of their lives and his reading of the expressions on
their faces. Jesus saw Ganid home and then went out into the night, prostrated
himself on a rock and prayed for the women. Pray with him. Feel what Jesus
feels for his wrongdoing children. Reflect on their past and future. Ask our Father
and his universe of helpers to assist them, to free them from the bad habits and



influences of their past and set them on a course for a glorious and eternal future
of spiritual achievement of divine values.

Peace be unto you.



Jesus is Coming

Sometime near the beginning of time, God the Father and the Eternal Son created
the 700,000 offspring of the order of Michael. Billions of years later, the Michael
sons each created and administer a universe of 10 million inhabited planets. Each
Michael son engages in a series of extended personalization’s in the form of
descending orders of his universe children. In the last of these personalization’s
the Michael of each universe becomes a mortal and lives the life of an ordinary
human in order to give him the experience of being a mortal in his own universe.
Our local universe of 10,000,000 planets is named Orvonton and its headquarter
sphere is Salvington. So Michael of Salvington is the creator and administrator of
our universe. His first minister is Gabriel of Salvington.

Tens of thousands of years ago Michael and Gabriel authorized a study to identify
the characteristics of certain inhabited planets which might be chosen as the one
in ten million on which Michael would live as a human. They were apparently
interested in a world that was not very advanced and which had suffered the
isolation consequences of the Lucifer rebellion. Our planet was further qualified
as an interesting/challenging place by the default of our Adam and Eve. So, about
37,000 years ago a message was sent to Adam and Eve, even as they were in the
midst of their default turmoil, that this planet would be Michael’s mortal
bestowal world.

Now | submit to you that you and | enjoy a great privilege to be natives of the
planet Michael chose to be his bestowal planet and especially within such a short
time after he lived his bestowal life and before the planet had changed very much
in culture or climate. The circumstances of our lives are not so different from life
as he lived it. The joys and the pains of his life are fully understandable to us
without interpretation. The experience of living on this planet must be special,
primitive, about the bottom rung on the ladder for ascending mortals.

It is important to remember who is being born. This was Michael coming as a
human baby to experience human existence, to demonstrate the perfect life of
intentionally living in harmony with the indwelling spirit of the Father of all
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creation and to spiritually uplift humanity with a living portrayal of the loving
nature of our heavenly Father. This was the creator and ruler of stars and galaxies
and ten million inhabited planets. This was a very big deal.

Sometime much closer to Jesus’ birth, Gabriel came here and surveyed the
spiritual, intellectual, racial and geographic features of our planet as they would
likely impact Jesus’ life and the spread of his teachings. He decided that the
Hebrew culture and religion had advantages warranting their selection as the
bestowal race. In this sense they were a chosen people; chosen to be the
religious and cultural foundation of Jesus’ mortal life. Michael gave his approval
to this decision and Gabriel sent the Family Commission of twelve to investigate
Jewish family life. Gabriel was present at the conclusion of the study to receive
nominations of three equally favorable unions. Gabriel selected Mary and Joseph.

Joseph’s family was Jewish back to Abraham but his relationship to David was by
adoption generations earlier. Mary’s lineage was much more varied, embracing
many of the most remarkable women in the history of our planet. Racially Mary
was hardly Jewish. Joseph was a dark-eyed brunette. Mary had brown eyes and
her hair was almost blond. Joseph and Mary were selected because they were
average people. Michael wanted to live the life of an average person so that
common people could understand and accept him.

The circumstances of this bestowal were about perfect. This planet was never
before or since at a higher level of spiritual thinking or religious living. Jews, being
part western and part eastern, were well suited to spreading the new religion
both East and West. Tolerant political rule of the Mediterranean world by the
Romans enhanced the favorable circumstances. The Greek language and culture
was pervasive and Jewish religious and moral teachings were spreading rapidly.
For the first time in world history, good roads connected many major cities. Seas
were cleared of pirates and travel was rapidly advancing.

While it was a time of peace and prosperity, there was no middle class and most
people lived a miserable and impoverished lower class existence.



Nazareth was particularly well situated because half the caravan traffic between
the orient and the Mediterranean ports passed through or near it. Dispersion of
Jews with over 200 synagogues and religious communities throughout the Roman
world provided culture centers where the new gospel of the kingdom of heaven
found its initial reception and from which it spread.

When Jesus was born, Herod the Idumean ruled both Galilee and Judeah. (Herod
died in 4BC.) He was an outsider who held power because he had ingratiated
himself with the Roman rulers. He built temples to many strange gods. Because
Herod was friendly with Roman rulers, the world was safe for Jewish travelers and
the way was open for evangelists to carry the gospel throughout the Roman
Empire.

Galilee was more gentile than Jewish when Jesus was born.

Mary and Joseph married in March of 8 BC. Mary was 14 years old and Joseph
was 21. Joseph and his brothers had built a one room home for the new family.
In November of 8 BC Mary and Joseph conceived Jesus and the next day Gabriel
appeared to Mary at dusk at her home. Joseph had not returned from work.
Gabriel’s appearance shocked Mary but after she regained her composure,
Gabriel said to her: “I come at the bidding of one who is my master and whom
you shall love and nurture. To you, Mary, | bring glad tidings when | announce to
you that the conception within you is ordained by heaven, and that in due time
you will become the mother of a son; you shall call him Joshua, and he shall
inaugurate the kingdom of heaven on earth and among men. Your son shall
proclaim the message of deliverance with great power and deep conviction.”

It is curious to me that Gabriel told Mary what name to give her son. He had
done the same with Elizabeth, John the Baptist’s mother. | wonder why they
needed to be named John and Joshua. [In Hebrew, John (Yoghanan) means
“Yahweh is gracious.” Joshua (Yehoshua) means “Yahweh is salvation”]. It is also
curious to me that Gabriel spoke only to Mary and Elizabeth. Joseph and
Zacharias were left with no direct communication. They had dreams but these
came long after their wives had told them what had happened.



Mary didn’t tell Joseph of Gabriel’s visit for many weeks. Not until she knew she
was pregnant. It was many nights before Joseph could sleep. At first he doubted
the Gabriel visitation. When he became convinced of the visit, he was still
troubled by how the offspring of humans could be a child of divine destiny. After
several weeks, Joseph and Mary concluded that they had been chosen to be
parents of the Messiah, but it hadn’t been part of the Jewish concept that the
deliverer was to be of divine nature. As Mary’s time approached, Joseph had to go
to Bethlehem to register for the census. Joseph virtually forbade Mary to make
the journey to Bethlehem with him, but she insisted and he relented.

Jesus was born at noon, August 21, 7 BC in a grain storage room of a caravan
stable of an inn in Bethlehem. The following day, a wealthy person at the inn
exchanged rooms; and Mary, Joseph and Jesus resided there for three weeks until
they got lodging with a distant relative of Joseph. They stayed in Bethlehem for a
year because Mary, Elizabeth and Zacharias thought Jesus was to be the Jewish
Messiah and that he should grow up in the city of David.

After the three wise men made inquiry in Jerusalem about the new born king of
the Jews, Herod’s spies looked for Jesus for a year. Then in mid-October of 6 BC
Herod ordered a systematic search of all houses in Bethlehem and the murder of
all baby boys less than two years of age. Sixteen baby boys perished as a result.
Jesus was a little over one year old and still living in Bethlehem but one of Herod’s
assistants communicated the baby slaughter order to Zacharias, and he
dispatched a messenger to Joseph. The night before the massacre Joseph and
Mary left Bethlehem for Alexandria in Egypt. They journeyed alone to avoid
attention. Zacharias provided the funds for them to travel on. Joseph worked in
Alexandria and they lodged with well-to-do relatives of Joseph’s family. They
stayed in Alexandria for two years and returned to Bethlehem only after Harod’s
death.

Certain wise men of spiritual insight had been informed of the impending

bestowal of Michael on Earth. This was probably an earlier announcement that
he was coming. More specifically, the angels of attachment to Adam and Eve in
the first garden made an announcement to Ardnon and his associates in Ur that



the light of life was about to appear as a babe on earth and among the Jews.
Apparently the communication to Ardnon was by way of a midwayer who either
posed as or communicated through a strange religious teacher who claimed these
insights came to him through a dream. This strange teacher must have been very
persuasive because three Chaldean priests traveled for weeks just to have the
chance to see the child. They were in Jerusalem looking for the babe when by
chance Zacharias heard of their quest and directed them to Jesus in Bethlehem.
Jesus was about three weeks old when they arrived.

The wise men were following fairly specific information communicated to them
as interested persons who were part of the spiritual continuum. That is terribly
significant because it suggests that mortals can be contacted by their celestial
friends. | don’t know if this is something we can all aspire to but it is intriguing.
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